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Breakfast Seminars 
In April Justice James Allsop of the Federal Court of Australia (now 
President, NSW Court of Appeal, addressed a breakfast meeting in Sydney 
on the topic English and Australian Maritime Law - A Past and Continuing 
Relationship.    

On 20 May the Society was fortunate to welcome Vera Baird QC MP, the UK 
Solicitor-General as guest speaker. Mrs Baird spoke on Pro Bono Work.

The Breakfast Seminar attracted people from different branches of the law 
and hopefully will further broaden our membership base. 
HM Consul-General 
The new British Consul-General in Sydney is Richard Morris who took up his 
appointment last month succeeding Mr Tim Holmes.   Mr Morris is also the 
Director General Trade and Investment (Australasia).  His most recent appointments have been as Deputy Head of Mission and HM Consul-General at the British Embassy in Mexico City and prior to that Head of Assistance Group in Consular Directorate in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office from 2001 until 2004.  

Mr Morris entered the Foreign and Commonwealth Office in1990 and other postings have included assignments with the UK Mission to the United Nations, New York, as well as at Ottawa and Bridgetown. He has an MBA from Aston University and is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Marketing.  
Retirement of Chief Justice of Australia

We extend best wishes to the Hon Murray Gleeson AC on his retirement as Chief Justice of Australia.  As a founding patron of the Society, His Honour maintained a keen interest in the Society’s affairs, attending many of our functions.   We also recall his address to the Society in the Banco Court in Sydney last year on The Influence of the Privy Council on Australia. We wish His Honour and Mrs Gleeson well in the future. 

UK Chapter news

On 27 May the UK Chapter held its annual Summer Party on the Roof Terrace of the New Zealand High Commission.  About 100 lawyers, either from or interested in Australia and New Zealand, gathered at the event, 
including representatives of the two Australian firms with London Offices, representatives from numerous London firms and in-house lawyers from National Australia Bank and Rio Tinto. 
 

On Friday, 13 June the AALS UK Chapter held its annual dinner in the Old Hall of Lincoln's Inn and the guest of honour was The Hon A M Gleeson AC, (then) Chief Justice of the High Court of Australia. 

Ian Hunter QC co-chair of the UK Chapter presided over the dinner and Christopher Jackson the other co-chair was also present. Other guests included the Acting High Commissioner for Australia to the UK namely Frances Adamson and her husband Rod Bunten (from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office), Lord and Lady Mackay of Clashfern, Lord and Lady Carswell, Lord and Lady Walker and Lord and Lady Mance (Dame Mary Arden), Lord Justice Scott Baker and his wife, Lord Justice Stanley Burnton and his wife, the President of the Law Society Andrew Holroyd and his wife, Justice Ken Handley, formerly of the New South Wales Court of Appeal and his wife Diane, Professor and Mrs Francis Reynolds and Mr and Mrs Charles Curran. 

Members visiting UK may be interested in the next event planned by the UK Chapter in London:

1 October a panel session titled “Yankees, bulldogs and kangaroos – cultural differences in legal practice”.

In what promises to be a sparky exchange, the panel will examine differences in deal doing between legal practice in the US, Australia and the UK. The speakers will be, for the Yankees, Craig Chapman, a partner with Sidley Austin, the Bulldogs will be represented by Shane Griffin, a partner at Linklaters, with Robett Hanley, committee member, batting for Australia. Rowan Russell, treasurer of the AALS and a partner with Mallesons, will endeavour to keep panel members in line.                                         Venue to be confirmed. 

Members visiting UK are reminded that they are always welcome at functions arranged by the UK Chapter and that introductions can be provided on request to the Executive Officer.     
Pegasus Scholar in Melbourne

We welcome Pegasus Scholar Hannah Baker, a barrister from QEB Chambers in London who specialises in family law and with a particular interest in cases with a foreign element.   She has appeared in a number of high profile, cases as well as in the High Court in England in complex matters involving children.  She also has first-hand experience of legal practice in a foreign jurisdiction, having worked for Californian trial attorneys, Howarth & Smith in Los Angeles. 
Hannah also teaches family law at Cambridge University.   She will be spending three months in the chambers of Chief Justice Diana Bryant of the Family Court of Australia in Melbourne.  
This Scholarship scheme, co-ordinated by the Inner Temple, London offers barristers belonging to all four Inns of Court who are tenants of under five years' call the opportunity to travel abroad and work as lawyers in other common law jurisdictions.   Similarly, Australian lawyers under the scheme also have the opportunity to visit England for similar work experience. 

New Australian Patron 
The Society warmly welcomes The Hon Marilyn Warren AC, Chief Justice of Victoria, who has accepted appointment as a new Australian Patron.  From the inception of our Victorian Branch, Her Honour has been very supportive of t he Society’s activities and has attended many of its functions.      

Committee Member Jonathan Pagan bound for Oxford  
Good wishes are extended to Committee member Jonathan Pagan who leaves Australia early in September to read for the degree of Bachelor of Civil Law at Oxford University.  Jonathan has been an energetic member of the Committee and we wish him well in his studies and look forward to his return.  
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For the diary


Friday 12 September 2008 (7.30am for 7.45am)


Breakfast at the Union, University & Schools Club, 25 Bent Street, Sydney.  


 


Guest speaker:  The Hon Robert McClelland MP,  Attorney-General of Australia on the topic New directions in Commonwealth judicial appointments. 





Thursday 20 November


Annual General Meeting of the Australian Chapter at 6.00pm at UUSC
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