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Seminars study issues of long and costly trials
Challenges associated with long and costly civil trials in both England and 

Australia were explored in depth at seminars arranged by the Society in Melbourne
and Sydney this month.  
In a report in December 2007, a Working Party established by the Commercial Court of 
England and Wales responded to criticisms of the length and cost of some cases and  

proposed a number changes to existing procedures.    These were adopted and are now 
in use in the Court for a trial period that expires on 31 July 2008.  Key changes include 
limiting of the length of statements of case and the early creation of a judicially settled 
List of Issues which take case management precedence over statements of case and 
which will be used to set the parameters for disclosure of documents and the content of 
witness statements and expert reports. 
Recognising that recent similarly lengthy trials in some Australian courts had prompted 
suggestions of need for procedural review, Ian Hunter QC, the Society's UK Chapter co-Chairman and Justice Ken Handley developed the theme and format of the seminars, held in Courtroom One of the Federal Court in Melbourne on 13 March and in the Theatrette at NSW Parliament House, Sydney on 18 March .  The interest and support of the Hon Michael Black AC, Chief Justice of the Federal Court of Australia, the Hon Marilyn Warren AC, Chief Justice of Victoria and the Hon John Hatzistergos MLC, NSW Attorney-General and Minister for Justice are gratefully acknowledged.  
By arranging these seminars, and in keeping with its aims, the Society offered the opportunity for discussion of a topic of current significance in both England and Australia that could be examined from the perspectives of both the Bench and counsel and lively discussion was generated.   Special thanks are extended to the panellists (in Melbourne, Justice Peter Heerey and Justice Michelle Gordon of the Federal Court of Australia and Justice David Byrne of the Victorian Supreme Court and, in Sydney, Justice Ronald Sackville of the Federal Court and Justice Patricia Bergin of the NSW Supreme Court) , also to Ian Hunter QC who steered the discussion at both seminars. 
New Executive Officer appointed
The Committee of the Australian Chapter of the Society has appointed Ms Christina Bunbury as Executive Officer, effective 1 April 2008.    She succeeds Malcolm Longstaff who has held the position for eight years and who is retiring.  
Ms Bunbury operates an association management business in Sydney with a portfolio that includes international and domestic common-interest organisations, being responsible for their administration, event management including the planning and organisation of workshops, talks and seminars;   also handling membership development, publicity, management of sponsorships and the editing and distribution of newsletters. 
 
She holds a Bachelor of Arts (Political Science) degree from the Australian National University, Canberra and a Diploma in French Language and Literature from University of the Sorbonne, Paris.   
Her previous assignments include work at the Australian Embassy, Paris;  Press Attaché, International Olympic Committee, Lausanne, Switzerland;  Editorial Officer, United Nations Volunteers Program, United Nations, Geneva, Switzerland;  and latterly a tourism/public relations consultancy in Australia. 
British Consul-General completes term
The Society was well represented at a farewell reception in Sydney recently hosted by British Consul-General Tim Holmes and his wife Carin as they approach the end of their appointment.    They have been keen and enthusiastic supporters of AALS and have hosted a number of our social functions at their Vaucluse residence.   As a lawyer himself, Tim has also attended many of our academic functions.   We thank Tim and Carin for their friendship and wish them well for the future.
Annual dinner  

A polished and witty speech by our member David Jackson AM QC was the highlight of our Annual Dinner held at the Union, University & Schools Club in Sydney on Friday 7 March.   Special guests included David Hunter QC co-Chairman of the Society's UK Chapter and his wife Jill who rearranged the schedule of their Australian visit in order to attend.     
New Patron 

We are pleased to announce that the Hon Robert McClelland MP (Attorney-General of Australia) has accepted an invitation to join the Society's list of patrons.    

Maritime law topic for April breakfast

This year our Society celebrates its first decade of operations and of the numerous topics covered at its academic functions, the important area of maritime law has never featured.    At our Breakfast in Sydney on Thursday 17 April, this situation will be corrected with a talk by our member Justice James Allsop of the Federal Court of Australia on English and Australian Maritime Law - A Past and Continuing Relationship.    
Flyers for the Breakfast have already been distributed but further information is available from Christina Bunbury (Executive Officer), telephone (02) 9420 8717 or at e-mail aalsociety@optusnet.com.au.  
On 19 March, the Hon John Hatzistergos MLC, NSW Attorney-General, announced that the Government had decided to recommend to Her Excellency  the Governor the appointment of Justice Allsop as President of the NSW Court of Appeal to take up duties after the current President, Justice Keith Mason AC, retires in May this year.    The Society's best wishes are offered to Justice Allsop on this appointment.   
UK Chapter news

Members visiting UK may be interested in the following 2008 events planned by the UK Chapter in London:
Tuesday 29 April:  Suing Advocates on their feet.  Speakers are Hon Stephen Charles QC (a former Judge of the Victorian Court of Appeal) and Mr Justice Rupert Jackson.  
Tuesday 27 May:   Summer Cocktail Party at the New Zealand High Commission.

Friday 13 June:    Annual Dinner at Old Hall, Lincoln's Inn.  Black tie.  Guest of Honour: The Hon A M Gleeson AC, Chief Justice of Australia.

Wednesday 18 June:   Address by The Hon A M Gleeson AC, Chief Justice of Australia on The Privy Council's Australian Legacy.

Wednesday 1 October:   Panel discussion Yankees, Bulldogs and Kangaroos:  Cultural differences in legal practice.  Event jointly hosted by Mallesons and Minter Ellison.
Members visiting UK are reminded that they are always welcome at functions arranged by the UK Chapter and that introductions can be provided on request to the Executive Officer.      
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For the diary








Thursday 17 April 2008 (7.30am for 7.45am)


Breakfast at the Union, University & Schools Club, 25 Bent Street, Sydney.   Guest speaker:  The Hon Justice James Allsop (Federal Court of Australia) on the topic English and Australian Maritime Law - A Past and Continuing Relationship.  Flyer has been circulated.














�������������























PAGE  
2

